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The U.S. domestic copper smelting and refining base has suffered sustained
erosion; reliance on foreign refined cathode copper creates critical supply
chain risks for defense, grid, Al data center, EV manufacturing. Current

import volumes threaten to impair national security.

1. Effective January 1, 2027: universal 15% ad valorem tariff on all

imported refined copper cathodes;
2. Effective January 1, 2028: increase tariff rate to 30% permanently;

3. No automatic country exemptions; GCanada/Mexico eligibility subject

to separate presidential waiver review;

4. Mandatory annual domestic copper consumption quota for U.S.

industrial consumers starting 2027.
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